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aining speed every week, 
rallying is coming back to 
normal. The FIA World 
Rally Championship has 

already completed four rounds, national 
championships around the globe also 
have started into the 2021 season. 
ŠKODA Motorsport customer teams 
already scored victories among others 
in Portugal, Italy, Finland, Hungary, 
 Slovakia, Norway, Argentina, Japan and 
the Czech Republic. I am optimistic, that 
we can enjoy our sport way better and 
more intense than last year.
Here at ŠKODA Motorsport, business 
is in full swing. For example, we have 
handed over the first batch of ŠKODA 
FABIA Rally2 evo Edition 120 to cus-
tomers. I’m really proud, that this limit-
ed-to-twelve-units model of our suc-

cessful rally car is such a very big hit with 
our clients. Great, to see this very spe-
cial model in action.
As my sincerest congratulations go to 
all winning ŠKODA Motorsport cus-
tomer teams around the globe, I’m es-
pecially proud of our customers on FIA 
World Rally Championship level. Great 
job from the people at RaceSeven, who 
run the ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo of 
Kajetan Kajetanowicz and co-driver 
Maciej Szczepaniak in the FIA World 
Rally Championship. Achieving two 
WRC3 wins in a row in Croatia and Por-
tugal was a more than perfect start for 
the Polish crew’s title chase in this cate-
gory. ŠKODA Motorsport supported 
team Toksport WRT continues to play 
its leading role in WRC2 with overall 
leaders Andreas Mikkelsen/Ola Fløene. 

Unfortunately, the duo had to miss 
Vodafone Rally de Portugal, because 
Andreas was tested COVID-19 positive 
before travelling to the event. Chris In-
gram, FIA European Rally Champion of 
2019, made a strong comeback after 
roughly a year without competing on 
the highest level. In Portugal, he scored 
his first WRC3 podium at the wheel of 
a ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo from SXM 
Competition.
In June, Rally Italia Sardegna, fifth round 
of the WRC, and the season opener of 
the FIA European Rally Championship 
in Poland will bring more action. Add to 
this more rallies on national level and 
you have to agree: We will have a busy 
summer.
Until then, enjoy reading this 
newsletter.
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After winning the 2019 FIA 
European Rally Champion-

ship, Chris Ingram now is 
one of the main contenders 

in WRC3



upport of customer teams 
was always our priority. 
Since Rally Croatia, we have 

again strengthened our services. To 
give ten teams running ŠKODA 
 FABIA Rally2 during the WRC’s third 
round a perfect working environ-
ment, we not only had four car engi-
neers and three additional ŠKODA 

staff on site. For the first time, 
the  teams could collect spare parts 
 directly from a dedicated service 
truck. Its loading area is stocked with 
basically everything the mechanics 
could need during a rally, from 
brake  components through chassis 
parts to  electronics. “During Rally 
Croatia, the most requested parts 

were brake discs and pads, because 
the event was especially demanding 
on brakes,” recollects David Jareš, 
Head of  Customer Program ŠKODA 
Motorsport. Jareš and his crew will 
offer the new spare parts service to 
customer teams on all European 
rounds of the 2021 FIA World Rally 
Championship.

n his quest for the WRC3 title, Kajetan Kajetano-
wicz is taking no prisoners. After winning the cat-
egory at Rally Croatia, he collected another 28 

points during Vodafone Rally de Portugal. Kajto, as the 
 ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo driver is known to his fans, and 
co-driver Maciej Szczepaniak fought for victory with Yohan 
Rossel/Alexandre Coria for most of the world champion-
ship’s fourth round. After 20 Portuguese gravel stages, the 
ŠKODA privateers crew from Poland beat the French duo 
by a mere 5.6 seconds. Also in WRC3, Chris Ingram and 
co-driver Ross Whittock were on a high. The 2019 FIA 
 European Rally Champions finished third in the SXM Com-
petition team run ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo, scoring their 
first ever podium result in the category. 
Biggest news in WRC2 was the absence of category overall 
leader Andreas Mikkelsen. The Norwegian was tested 
COVID-19 positive only days ahead of the rally and went 
into self-isolation. Providing he is fully recovered and gets all 
the necessary approvals, he will be back in action at Rally 

Italia Sardegna. Toksport WRT teammates Marco Bulacia/ 
Marcelo Der Ohannesian finished the Portuguese WRC 
round sixth in WRC2.
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EXTENDED SERVICE 

KAJTO MAKES IT TWO IN A ROW 

David Jareš, Head of Customer Program 
ŠKODA Motorsport

ŠKODA Motorsport supported customer teams with a dedicated spare parts service 
also during Vodafone Rally de Portugal

In Portugal, Kajetan Kajetanowicz/Maciej Szczepaniak scored 
their second WRC3 victory in a row



he FIA World Rally Championship’s first visit to 
Croatia not only resulted in one of the smallest 
overall winner’s margins ever – 0.6 seconds. The 

tarmac stages close to the country’s capital Zagreb pro-
duced lots of drama in categories WRC2 and WRC3 as 
well. Gravel dragged onto the racing line by extensive cor-
ner-cutting led to  numerous spins and offs. Andreas Mik-
kelsen and co-driver Ola Fløene of ŠKODA Motorsport 
supported team Toksport WRT were one of many affect-
ed crews. The Norwegians recovered from an early delay, 
eventually finishing fifth in WRC2. By winning the Power-
stage, Mikkelsen collected five extra points. South Ameri-
can teammates Marco Bulacia/Marcelo Der Ohannesian 
drove their ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo to third position in 
WRC2. Thus, Bulacia progressed to second in the catego-
ry’s overall standings. In WRC3, ŠKODA customer teams 
hunted down the early leaders, even enjoying a 1-2-3 lead 
for a couple of stages during the second leg. In the end, 
Kajetan Kajetanowicz/Maciej Szczepaniak from Poland 
avoided any mistakes and took the category win followed 
by Toksport WRT’s Finns Emil Lindholm/Mikael Korhonen. 
Chris Ingram and co-driver Ross Whittock, the 2019 FIA 
European Rally Champions, brought the  ŠKODA FABIA 
Rally2 evo of SXM Competition team home as fifth in 
WRC3.    an Kopecký won Rally Šumava Klatovy, second 

round of the Czech championship. The multiple 
national champion and co-driver Jan Hloušek in 

Team Agrotec’s ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo were fastest 
on seven of the eleven stages, easily bringing a 30 sec-
onds lead to the finish.  
In contrast, a mere 0.3 seconds decided the fight for run-
ner-up position. Filip Mareš/Radovan Bucha of Laureta 
Auto ŠKODA Team had to make up an early 10-sec-
onds-penalty for checking in late at a time control. Win-
ning the last stage was just not enough to take second 
position from Jan Černy/Petr Černohorský of Louda Auto 
ŠKODA Racing Team. ŠKODA crews, most of them sup-
ported by ŠKODA dealers, locked up the first eight posi-
tions in the overall result. German Albert von Thurn und 
Taxis and co-driver Bernhard Ettel from Austria in Baum-
schlager Rallye&Racing Team’s ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo 
in eighth were best foreign crew.
With the second victory in a row, Jan Kopecký extended 
his overall lead in the Czech Championship. One week lat-
er, Kopecký/Hloušek also won Hungarian championship 
round Ózd Eger Rally, this time sharing a ŠKODA FABIA 
Rally2 evo of Topp-Cars Rally Team.  
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Marco Bulacia/Marcelo 
Der Ohannesian of team 
Toksport WRT finished 
on the WRC2 podium

CROATIAN 
CRACKER 

KOPECKÝ 
DOUBLES UP
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Jan Kopecký/Jan Hloušek 
(Agrotec ŠKODA Rally Team) 
were a class of their own at 
Rally Šumava Klatovy



• NEWS 

OTHER RECENT RALLY RESULTS:
Bulgaria: The season opener in the Bulgarian 
Championship went to Miroslav Angelov/Georgi 

Gadzhev, they drove Team Megaport’s ŠKODA FABIA 
Rally2 evo to victory at International Rally Bulgaria. 

Chile: Nicolás Fuchs/Fernando Mussano drove 
Castro Yangali Team’s ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo 

to victory at the Chilean season opener, Rally Santiago.  

Hungary: Jan Kopecký and co-driver Jan 
Hloušek, sharing a ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo of 

Topp-Cars Rally Team won Ózd Eger Rally, second round of 
the Hungarian championship.  

Italy: ŠKODA Giandomenico Basso/Lorenzo 
Granai (Movisport SRL) pipped WRC regular 

Craig Breen to a 2.4-seconds-win at Targa Florio, third 
round of Italian Championship.

Japan: Two victories in a row for Osamu Fukun-
aga/Misako Saida in Japanese Championship. 

The ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 crew from Three Five Motor-
sport won Tour de Kyushu in Karatsu and Rally Tango.

Portugal: WRC round Rally de Portugal was part 
of the Portuguese Championship as well. Here 

ŠKODA customer teams scored a 1-2-3 with Armindo 
Araújo/Luís Ramalho (The Racing Factory) beating Bernar-
do Sousa/Victor Calado (BS Motorsport) and Ricardo 
Teodósio/José Teixeira (ARC Sport). 

Romania: Defending champions Simone Tem-
pestini/Sergiu Itu won the second round of the 

Romanian Championship in Napoca Rally Academy’s 
ŠKODA FABIA Rally2. Fifth overall was enough for Dan 
Girtofan/Tudor Mârza of ŠKODA customer Prorally Team 
Brasov to keep the points lead. 

Russia: Igor Bulantsev/Mikael Gendelman 
(Prospeed ŠKODA FABIA Rally2) won Rally 

Gukovo, second round of the Russian Championship), 
ahead of Artur Muradian/Yaroslav Fedorov (MR-Motor-
sport ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo).

Slovakia: 1-2-3 for ŠKODA customer teams at 
the OMV MaxxMotion Rally, first round of the 

 Slovakian Championship. At the race track Slovakia Ring, 
Grzegorz Grzyb/ Michał Poradzisz (Rufa Sport) beat  
Jaroslav Melichárek/Martin Tureček (SK DER Rally Team) 
and Igor Drotár/Imrich Ferencz (Drotár Autošport).  

Spain: José Antonio Suárez/Pin Alberto Iglesias 
(ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo of Recalvi Team) won 

Rally Sierra Morena, first round of “Súper Campeonato de 
España” and came third at the second round, Rally Tierras 
Altas de Lorca.

Turkey: Double victory for ŠKODA customer 
team BC Vision Motorsport at Turkey’s season 

opening Evofone ESOK Rally. Bugra Banaz/Gurkal Mende-
res beat teammates Burak Cukurova/Vedat Bostanci by 
a mere ten seconds.

United Arab Emirates: Czech mixed pairing of 
Petr Kačírek/Petra Řiháková (Duck Racing) is new 

championship leader in the United Arab Emirates. The 
ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 crew celebrated second season 
victory at Al Thaid Rally.

USA: YouTube-Superstar Ken Block drove 
a ŠKODA FABIA R5+ for the first time in 

 competition. Sharing the US-spec car with co-driver 
Alex Gelsomino, “Mr. Gymkhana” finished Rally in the 
100 Acre Wood second overall.

YouTube-Superstar Ken 
Block competed in the USA 

in a ŠKODA FABIA complying 
to local R5+ specification
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“ŠKODA MOTORSPORT IS A GREAT TEAM”

rench team Rally 
Service Racing has 
become owner of the 

very first ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 
evo Limited Edition 120. 
Team Principal Julien Perroux 
speaks about the plans for 
the car and his connection 
to ŠKODA Motorsport

What’s the history of Rally Service 
Racing?
We started renting rally cars in 2011. 
We started using ŠKODA cars in the 
autumn of 2016, when we bought our 
first used ŠKODA FABIA Rally2. In 
2017, Mathieu Arzeno took it to the 
victory in the “Coup de France” final 
and our cooperation with ŠKODA 
took off at full speed. The core of the 
team today consists of four  mechan-
ics and two workers in the body shop. 
The FABIA Rally2 evo Edition 120 is 
our eighth ŠKODA car already. 

What role does the ŠKODA FABIA 
Rally2 evo Limited Edition 120 play 
in your plans?
We’ve already taken the car to two 
tarmac events – Italian Champion-
ship’s Rally Sanremo and the WRC 
round in Croatia. It won’t stay in the 
garage for very long.

What do your customers like 
about the ŠKODA rally cars?
Basically everything. The cars are fan-

tastically equipped, the build quality is 
first-rate, as is the reliability and dura-
bility. There’s no doubting the perfor-
mance, either. All you need is to look at 
all the successes this car has achieved. 
At the same time, the car is always 
moving forward. The customers like 
the looks of the new FABIA. Simply 
said, we really trust the car and the 
customers can see that.

How would you rate the 
cooperation with ŠKODA 
Motorsport?
ŠKODA Motorsport is a great team, 
both from the business and the techni-
cal point of view. We value their will-
ingness to listen and solve our prob-
lems, however unusual they may be. 
The availability of spare parts is great, 
as is the response time, which is im-
portant for us. The car is very reliable, 
and it is built in such a way that it’s 
easy to work on and fine-tune for vari-
ous rallies. 

F

Eurosol Racing Team Hungary under the lead of CEO János Puskádi took over a ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo Limited Edition 120 at 
ŠKODA Motorsport headquarters in Mladá Boleslav. The car will be entered into the Austrian Rally Championship with ŠKODA 
Austria supported driver Simon Wagner, who also was present at the handover.  

Julien Perroux and his team Rally Service 
Racing run ŠKODA rally cars in interna-
tional events 



FACTS ABOUT THE ŠKODA FABIA RALLY2 
AND ŠKODA FABIA RALLY2 EVO**

* 1st to 3rd place
** as of 1/4/2015 to 31/5/2021

ŠKODA 1-2-3 in Portuguese Championship classification at Rali Terra d’Aboboreira. Ricardo Teodósio/José Teixeira (ARC Sport, photo) 
finished first followed by Armindo Araújo/Luís Ramalho (The Racing Factory) and Miguel Correira/António Costa (ARC Sport).
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ŠKODA ON 
THE PODIUM 
IN KENYA

fter a break of 19 years, the Safari Rally Kenya 
is  back in the FIA World Rally Championship  
(24 – 27 June). In 2001, the iconic East African 

event saw one of ŠKODA Motorsport greatest successes. 
Armin Schwarz and co-driver Manfred Hiemer drove the 
ŠKODA OCTAVIA WRC to third position overall. The Ger-
man crew relied on the strength and reliability of the first 
World Rally Car (WRC) from Mladá Boleslav. In that year, the 
Safari Rally Kenya covered more than 1.100 kilometres of 
special stages (today’s WRC rounds have roughly 330 kms). 
As it had rained during the days before the start in Nairobi, 
the three days route was a mixture of high-speed straights 
through the grassy plains, extremely rocky passages and sec-
tions with lots of mud and river crossings.
“We knew, we only had a chance, if we push the others to go 
over their limits,” Schwarz recollects. He opened the rally be 
posting fastest time on the first, 117 kilometres long stage. 
His plan worked. “When you drive faster than intended in 
Kenya, there’s a huge risk of breaking your car. When the oth-
ers saw, how fast the ŠKODA OCTAVIA WRC is, they did 

exactly this,” Schwarz looks back. While the admittedly faster 
competitors one after the other experienced technical prob-
lems or had to retire altogether, the Czech rally car just went 
on. Albeit, the merciless conditions didn’t leave the rugged 
ŠKODA OCTAVIA completely unscathed. Factory crew Bru-
no Thiry/Stéphane Prévot held fifth, when they crashed 
during the last stage. Only Schwarz/Hiemer never were real-
ly delayed. The Germans came back to Nairobi in third overall. 
“In 2001, the OCTAVIA WRC was at its peak,” Schwarz 
 remembers. That year, he also  finished 
 Rallye Monte-Carlo in fourth and the 
Network Q Rally of Great Britain 
in  fifth. However, his podium 
from the  Safari Rally remained 
the best WRC result ever for the 
ŠKODA OCTAVIA WRC.
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Zbyněk Straškraba, Communications Motorsport
P +420 605 293 168
zbynek.straskraba@skoda-auto.cz
http://skoda-motorsport.com

The extremely rough 
 conditions of the Safari Rally 
2001 were perfect for the 
ŠKODA OCTAVIA WRC

Armin Schwarz drove  
the ŠKODA OCTAVIA WRC  

from 1999 to 2001


