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“We’re balancing the message,” Citroën’s Product Chief Xavier Peugeot tells Top Gear. “We have done a lot of 
small new cars and concepts lately. People might think Citroën is focussing only on small cars, but we still have 
ambition to be at the upper end of the market too. It’s the Citroën way.” 

The CXPERIENCE might not be a direct preview of a specific future car, but it is a placeholder, Paul Horrell 
explains. “It’s a declaration of intent that a big Citroën will one day be back. It shows how the recent Citroën 
design and dynamics direction can work not just on a Cactus but on bigger cars too. It’s unaggressive, supple, 
furnished to cosset you, and the technology stays out of your face.” 

Outside there are some references to the CX and C6. “But it also has an interpretation of Citroën’s latest high 
nose. Indoors it’s a big soft living room, on a big wheelbase. The seats are clad in memory foam. Sit in them 
and it feels like you’re floating. It’s part of Citroën’s new ‘Advanced Comfort’ initiative which also includes an 
unusual damper with very soft ends for a smoother ride.” (Link: Top Gear, 29 September) 

> THE CXPERIENCE IS A DECLARATION OF INTENT

The Paris Motor Show is well underway 
and the Citroën stand has been 
extremely busy. The CXPERIENCE 
concept has caught the attention of 
those attending the show, causing great 
excitement about our future design 
strategy and the Citroën Advanced 
Comfort programme. Meanwhile, New 
C3 has emerged as yet another inspiring 
Citroën design, much to the joy of the 
motoring media.
John Handcock
Head of Communications
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> C1 FURIO TICKS THE BOXES

“Two years after its launch, Citroën has 
given its second-generation C1 city car a 
new variant, the Furio,” reports Autocar. 

“The new model offers young drivers 
an affordable, sporty-looking car to 
build on Citroën’s sporting credentials.” 

These credentials “aren’t too shabby,” 
writes Kris Culmer – “Citroën has won 
the World Touring Car Championship 
(WTCC) for the last three years.” 

The Furio is available as a three-door 
with a manual gearbox, and comes 
with the choice of two engines – the 
four-cylinder VTi 68, or a Puretech 82 
three-cylinder. 

“The biggest talking point here is the 
exterior modifications. On top of the 
equipment that comes with mid-range 
Feel trim, the Furio gets some rather 
neat-looking 15-inch ‘Planet’ alloy 
wheels, a rear diffuser, and a new 
central exhaust pipe.” 

To drive, “the C1 remains as  
pleasant as ever and a competent city 
car. Its 80hp three-cylinder engine  
has readily available torque and is  
quite flexible, giving it  
the speed you need 
around town.”  
(Link: Autocar,  
28 
September)

 
 

“Citroën has promised to bring a little Cactus into all 
its cars. Here’s the first evidence, the New C3,” writes 
Paul Horrell at Top Gear. 

The New C3 “emerged into the public gaze” at 
the Paris Motor Show. “The spirit of Cactus isn’t just 
about the floating roof design. It’s about an emphasis 
on comfort, and straightforward good cheer,” Horrell 
explains. 

It comes as a five-door only, but there’s plenty of 
decoration choice beyond that. The configurator will 
have a palette of colours and patterns for several parts 
– roof, mirrors, and the bezels on the Airbumps and 
foglamp. “In the interior too: the trims for dash, doors 
and steering wheel are all selectable.” 

The flat seats and wide dash “obey the same logic 
as the Cactus’s do. Design inspiration comes from 

luggage and travel accessories. It’s built for comfort, 
not speed.” 

One world-first is a built-in HD dashcam that can 
be used for real-time social sharing of forward-facing 
stills via an app. “Plus it activates video recording 
automatically if there’s a crash.” 

As with the Cactus, “most interior switches have 
given way to functions on the touchscreen. But this one 
is slicker-acting and has better graphics.” The interior 
materials are better too, says the report.  
(Link: Top Gear, 3 October)

NEW C3 EMERGES  
INTO THE PUBLIC GAZE

http://www.topgear.com/car-news/paris-motor-show/closer-look-citroens-mad-cxperience-concept
http://www.autocar.co.uk/car-review/citro%C3%ABn/c1/first-drives/2016-citroen-c1-12-puretech-82-furio-review
http://www.topgear.com/car-news/first-look/new-citroen-c3-aims-comfort-and-happiness-good


“Citroën’s C4 Picasso MPV has been given an upgrade just in time to fend off the new Renault Scenic,” 
writes Tristan Young at Business Insider. 

The revised Grand C4 Picasso has both Apple Car Play™ and Mirror Link® for Android phones, which 
makes using both types of devices possible. Owners can enjoy handsfree phone calls, and access their 
music, podcasts and other apps through the car’s screens and controls rather than through the phone. 
“This is the kind of system that once experienced, drivers won’t want to pick a car without it in future. 
The car’s seven-inch touchscreen (standard on all models) has also been upgraded for the improved 
connectivity and to allow pinch-to-zoom in the satnav.” 

What hasn’t been changed is the interior seating layout “and this is no bad thing,” Young states. 
“The Grand C4 Picasso has one of the best designed MPV interiors on the market. There are three 
independent seats in the middle that will all fit a large child seat. These can be adjusted to maximise or 
minimise legroom. It is possible to carry seven adults with all having decent legroom.” (Link: Business 
Insider, 3 October) 

> GRAND C4 PICASSO OUTPERFORMS OTHER MPVS 

“Citroën’s star of the 2016 Paris Motor Show is 
the CXPERIENCE, a plug-in hybrid which could 
become a future replacement for the C5 family 
car,” Auto Express reports. 

The back doors are rear-hinged and open to 90 
degrees, allowing a wide aperture for access. The 
CXPERIENCE’s front-end styling mixes the latest 
Citroën corporate grille with extremely slim LED 
daytime running lights (just 3mm wide) that also 
incorporate the indicators. 

“Inside, the concept showcases the latest 
developments in Citroën’s Advanced Comfort 
principles – the fascia has an uncluttered look with 
touchscreen controls instead of physical buttons, 
and a head-up display beyond a digital instrument 
panel. The dashboard is dominated by a 19-inch, 
widescreen display that can be reconfigured to 
show one, two or three main items.”

The concept is fitted with an advanced plug-in 
hybrid powertrain, which pairs an 80kW electric 
motor driving the rear wheels with a front-mounted 
petrol engine developing between 150hp and 
200hp. An eight-speed automatic gearbox sits 
between the combustion engine and the electric 
motor, and the new car can be driven in pure 
electric mode for up to 40 miles.  
(Link: Auto Express, 1 October)

> THE CX REBORN AT THE PARIS MOTOR SHOW

> HIGHLY CUSTOMISABLE C3
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> C4 CACTUS RIP CURL 
TOWCAR OF THE YEAR

> FORM AND FUNCTION

The New C3 is “far more stylish, 
complete with Airbumps like the C4 
Cactus”, says Honest John.

“Along with a new look, and one 
we think looks distinctive and stylish, 
the interior has been completely 
overhauled, echoing the larger C4 
Cactus. Like the C4 Cactus, the C3 
will also have plenty of choice when it 
comes to personalisation.

“The C3 gets a two-tone paint option 
with the choice of three roof colours 
and different coloured trims. Inside, 
there are areas that can be painted, 
wrapped with textile and finished with 
chrome or coloured touches. The idea 
being to give it a boutique feel that can 
be personalised however you want.”

Another interesting feature is the 
ConnectedCAM™, “which uses a 
camera in the rearview mirror as a 
dashcam. This would make it the first 
car with an integrated dashcam.” 
(Link: Honest John, 22 September)

The Citroën C4 Cactus Rip Curl BlueHDi 
100, has been named as Towcar of 
the Year by Auto Express, in the under 
£20,000 category.

“Not only does the Citroën C4 Cactus 
Rip Curl special edition look good, it 
tows well too. The Cactus scored highly 
on most of the driving elements. The 
1.6-litre BlueHDi diesel pulled more 
keenly than we expected.” As an added 
bonus, “the C4 Cactus proved highly 
stable at speeds of up to 70mph.”

Another key feature of the C4 Cactus 
Rip Curl is the GripControl system, 
“which lets you fine-tune the traction 
control for various surfaces.” (Source: 
Auto Express, 28 September) 

“Citroën is promising that the New C3 will be one of 
the quietest hatchbacks around, thanks to its class-
leading level of soundproofing,” writes WhatCar?’s 
Steve Huntingford.

Citroën has also “paid great attention to the design 
of the seats, making them comfortably soft yet 
supportive”.

Boot space is “class-competitive, meaning that 
there’s room for the weekly food shop or a folded 
baby buggy”.

The New C3 is available with three different 
versions of the 1.0-litre PureTech petrol engine, 
producing 68, 82 and 110hp respectively. Also 
available will be 75hp and 100hp 1.6-litre diesels, 
“which should mean fuel economy of 60mpg in the 
petrol and more than 80mpg in the diesels”.

The new dashboard impressed Huntingford, as it 

has “significantly reduced button clutter”. The screen 
“has smart graphics, with an intuitive system which is 
touch-sensitive and lets you navigate between menus 
with ease. The glovebox is said to have the most 
storage space in the class.

“Citroën plans to win over younger customers, so    
the New C3 will be available in nine body colours 
and three roof colours. In total, 36 paint schemes 
are possible, including some two-tone paints. You 
get a choice of interior looks, too: some panels can 
be wrapped with textile, painted, and finished in 
chrome or colour.”  
(Source: What Car?, September issue) 

http://www.businesscar.co.uk/tests/2016/citroen-grand-c4-picasso-feel-bluehdi-120-manual-review
http://www.businesscar.co.uk/tests/2016/citroen-grand-c4-picasso-feel-bluehdi-120-manual-review
http://www.autoexpress.co.uk/citroen/96834/citroen-cxperience-concept-is-the-cx-reborn
http://www.honestjohn.co.uk/news/motorshows/paris-motor-show-2016/paris-motor-show-citroen-to-debut-stylish-new-c3/

